Minutes of the Meeting of Bury St Edmunds Town Council 


Wednesday 30 January 2013
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BURY ST EDMUNDS 

TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 30 JANUARY 2013
AT 7:00 PM AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, 

7 ANGEL HILL, BURY ST EDMUNDS

PRESENT:  Cllrs Cockle (Chairman), Cornish (Vice Chairman), Chung, Everitt, Farmer, C Hind, K Hind, Oliver, Ridgeway, Springett, Thompson, Turner and Mrs Warby.
ALSO PRESENT: Julia Dyball (Town Clerk), Sue Hindry (Assistant Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer).
1.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND REASONS THEREFORE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Hartley (holiday), O’Driscoll (close family illness) and Simner (work commitments).
2.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST + ADDITIONS TO REGISTERS
All Borough Councillors when sitting at Town Council level (and vice versa) are advised to declare as follows: “that I may vote differently at Borough Council (substitute Town Council as and when required) level from that recorded at this meeting because of the possibility of further information being made available to me at that other tier of local government”.  All Councillors had been issued a dispensation enabling them to take part in and vote on all matters pertaining to the precept for a period ending immediately before the normal elections in May 2015, as permitted by s33 (a) Localism Act 2011.  Cllrs Cockle, Chung, Everitt, Farmer, Oliver, Springett and Mrs Warby declared a local non-pecuniary interest as Borough Councillors and Cllr Oliver as a County Councillor also.
3.  TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN APPLICATION BY A MEMBER FOR A DISPENSATION RELIEVING THE MEMBER FROM EITHER OR BOTH OF THE RESTRICTIONS IN SECTION 31(4) OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 IN CASES DESCRIBED IN THE DISPENSATION AND SPECIFY THE PERIOD FOR WHICH ANY DISPENSATION SO GRANTED HAS EFFECT

None.
4.  TO NOTE THAT CLLR ROBERT EVERITT HAS SIGNED HIS DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Noted.
5.  TO CONFIRM, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES: 19 DECEMBER 2012 MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Resolution Record No. BSETC/198/30/Jan/13:

That the Minutes of the Bury St Edmunds Full Town Council Meeting of Wednesday 19 December 2012 be agreed and signed as a true record.

6.  PUBLIC FORUM
There were no members of the public present. 
The Chairman moved agenda items 16 to this point in the agenda for reasons of expediency.

16. TO CONSIDER THE BUDGET FOR CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2013/2014
The Assistant Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer advised that the adopted ‘Chairman’s Expenses Policy’ states that if a budget allocation for ‘Chairman’s allowance’ is approved,  permitted expenditure incurred in the office of Chairman will be reimbursed and that claims for reimbursement must be submitted on the Chairman’s expenses claim form.
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Resolution Record No. BSETC/199/30/Jan/13:

That a budget of £200 for the Chairman’s Allowance for the financial year 2013/2014 be approved.
7.  TO CONSIDER REPORT OF 2013/2014 BUDGET PROJECTIONS AND PRECEPT DEMAND PROJECTIONS 
The Town Clerk advised that St Edmundsbury Borough Council would be ratifying its budget on 26 February 2013 following which the actual Council Tax Base figure and the compensatory grant figure would be known.  Accordingly, confirmation of the budget and precept demand for the financial year 2013/2014 was deferred until the next Full Council meeting on 27 February 2013.
7.1  To confirm the precept demand as requested by St Edmundsbury Borough Council on the basis that this figure will be confirmed once the Council Tax Base figure and the intended grant allocation is known. 
This item was covered under agenda item 7 above. 
8. TO CONFIRM 2013/2014 BUDGET FOR BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN COUNCIL FORMALLY PROPOSED BY CHAIRMAN; TRADITIONALLY SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR INTERNAL AUDITOR: THAT THE 2013/2014 BUDGET FOR BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN COUNCIL BE ADOPTED AND DULY SIGNED BY THE CHAIRMAN AND TOWN CLERK IN THE PRESENCE OF THE COUNCIL. 
This item was covered under agenda item 7 above. 

9. TO CONFIRM 2013/2014 PRECEPT FOR BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN COUNCIL 

THAT THE 2013/2014 PRECEPT FOR BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN COUNCIL BE ADOPTED AS RESOLVED BY COUNCIL @ [TO BE CONFIRMED] PER BAND D PROPERTY EQUIVALENT IN THE SUM OF [TO BE CONFIRMED] AND THE PRECEPT DEMAND FORM DULY SIGNED BY THE CHAIRMAN AND TOWN CLERK IN THE PRESENCE OF THE COUNCIL TO BE SERVED UPON ST EDMUNDSBURY BOROUGH COUNCIL BY                   ]
This item was covered under agenda item 7 above. 

10.  TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FINANCE, POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 16 JANUARY  2013
The committee Chairman moved the adoption of the report and all the recommendations therein.
An amendment to Recommendation 009 of this report was proposed, seconded and carried:

Resolution Record No. BSETC/200/30/Jan/13:

That the charge for allotments, except Cotton Lane E plots, including water for the year 01 April 2014 to 31 March 2015 be increased by the Retail Prices Index amount as at September 2012.
Cllr Turner left the meeting at 7.45pm.

An amendment to Recommendation 010 of this report was proposed, seconded and carried:

Resolution Record No. BSETC/201/30/Jan/13:

That Bury in Bloom be awarded a grant of £3,000 as a contribution towards the Kings Road roundabout redevelopment [Local Government Act 1972 s.144].
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Resolution Record No. BSETC/202/30/Jan/13:

That Bury in Bloom be awarded grant funding of £3,912 in respect of Abbeygate Street summer and winter planting in the 2013 – 2014 financial year [Local Government Act 1972 s.144].

Recommendation 012 of this report was proposed, seconded and carried

Resolution Record No. BSETC/203/30/Jan/13:

That Bury St Edmunds Women’s Aid Centre be awarded grant funding of £2,000 towards funding the replacement of a mini-bus [Local Government and Rating Act 1997 s.27 (Transport Act 1985 s106a)].
Recommendation 013 of this report was proposed, seconded and carried

Resolution Record No. BSETC/204/30/Jan/13:

That Southgate Community Partnership be awarded grant funding of £2,500 in respect of improvements to the disabled toilet, including a hoist, tracking system and bench [Local Government Act 1972 s.133].

Recommendation 014 of this report was proposed, seconded and carried

Resolution Record No. BSETC/205/30/Jan/13:

That 301 Air Cadet Squadron be awarded grant funding of £1,225 in respect of the purchase of radio equipment and four laptop computers [Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976 s.19].

Recommendation 017 of this report was proposed, seconded but not carried
That two amendments be made to the Chairman’s Expenses Policy ‘permitted expenditure’ section to remove the mileage restriction and permit reimbursement of expenditure in respect of the Chairman’s consort.
Resolution Record No. BSETC/206/30/Jan/13:

That the minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee Meeting of 05 December 2012 be approved and signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/207/30/Jan/13:

That the End of Month 9: December 2012: Bank Reconciliations, Budget Line Item Expenditure, Final Payments List and Cash Book Reports be adopted and signed.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/208/30/Jan/13:

That the report of the budget line items indicating significant under/over spend be approved.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/209/30/Jan/13:

That the Month 10: January 2013 final payments list as circulated be approved.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/210/30/Jan/13:

That the petty cash record book to date be approved and initialled.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/211/30/Jan/13:

That the funds viz. £75,000 invested in a Fixed Rate Deposit Account with the Co-operative Bank until 07 February 2013 be returned on maturity to Council’s current account.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/212/30/Jan/13:

That the Councillor Internal Auditor’s quarterly internal audit report covering the period October to December 2012 be approved and adopted.
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Resolution Record No. BSETC/213/30/Jan/13:

That payment by direct debit of the fee for the annual renewal of the Council’s Data Protection Act 1998 registration be approved and signed.
Resolution Record No. BSETC/214/30/Jan/13:

That the grant of £1,500 awarded to Smiths Row in respect of the “Travelling Tales” Community Education project be used instead to fund an education programme attached to Smiths Row Flicker Artists and the Super 8 exhibition to enable the provision of Super 8 film making workshops to be held in primary and middle schools with the requirement for Smiths Row to publicise Bury St Edmunds Town Council’s funding [Local Government Act 1972 s.145].
Resolution Record No. BSETC/215/30/Jan/13:

That the quotation for remedial works to the notice board in Cornhill in the sum of £136.50 be approved [Local Government Act 1972 s111].

Resolution Record No. BSETC/216/30/Jan/13:

That the bench nearest to Southgate Community Centre be relocated by St Edmundsbury Borough Council in place of the broken bench at the ‘Leg of Mutton’.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/217/30/Jan/13:

That the Clerk be requested to write letters in the form of the template circulated to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government and the MP for Bury St Edmunds, as recommended by both the Suffolk Association of Local Councils and the National Association of Local Councils, to protest at the precept situation ie. that the Government did not, after all, legislate for an unadjusted tax base for precept setting.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/218/30/Jan/13:

That there be a publication, on yellow paper, of a summary of Council’s activities and intentions for the next year together with an explanation of the changes and possible future changes to Council Tax, for inclusion with the Council Tax demand distributed by St Edmundsbury Borough Council to each household in the parish, the content of which to be agreed in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman and costs of £273 for printing and £181 (+ RPI) for insertion be approved [Local Government Act 1972 s111]. 
Resolution Record No. BSETC/219/30/Jan/13:

That the Minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources committee of 16 January 2013 be received and the remaining recommendations therein be adopted. 

11.  TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE REPORTS OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE [DELEGATED POWERS]
11.1 19 December 2012
11.2 16 January 2013
The committee Chairman moved the adoption of these reports (there were no recommendations).
Resolution Record No. BSETC/220/30/Jan/13:

That the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee Meetings of 19 December 2012 and 16 January 2013 be received.
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12. PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 6.4 TO REMOVE CLLR TAYLOR FROM THE STAFFING & EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE AND APPOINT A REPLACEMENT

It was noted that Cllr Taylor had resigned from the Council.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/221/30/Jan/13:

That Cllr Mrs Warby be appointed to the Staffing and Employment committee.
13. PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 6.4 TO REMOVE CLLR THOMPSON FROM THE FINANCE, POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE AND APPOINT A REPLACEMENT

Resolution Record No. BSETC/222/30/Jan/13:

That pursuant to standing order 6.4 Cllr Thompson be removed from the Finance, Policy & Resources committee and a replacement be sought at the next meeting.
14. PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 6.4 TO REMOVE CLLR THOMPSON FROM THE PLANNING & LICENSING COMMITTEE AND APPOINT A REPLACEMENT

Resolution Record No. BSETC/223/30/Jan/13:

That pursuant to standing order 6.4 Cllr Thompson be removed from the Planning & Licensing committee and a replacement be sought at the next meeting.

15. TO APPROVE THE MONTH 10: JANUARY 2013 FINAL PAYMENTS
Resolution Record No. BSETC/224/30/Jan/13:

That the Month 10: January 2013 final payments list as tabled be approved.

Agenda item 16 was considered earlier in this agenda.
17. TO NOTE A LETTER OF THANKS HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE DEAN OF THE CATHEDRAL FOR THE £5,000 CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE LIGHTING OF THE TOWER
Noted.

18. TO NOTE THE MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT TENANTS’ MEETING OF 10 JANUARY 2013

Noted.
19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 27 February 2013 at 7 pm.  
The meeting closed at 8.27 pm.
Signed: __________________________

Dated: ____________________






