Minutes of the Meeting of Bury St Edmunds Town Council

Wednesday 26 September 2012
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BURY ST EDMUNDS 

TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2012
AT 7:00 PM AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, 

7 ANGEL HILL, BURY ST EDMUNDS

PRESENT:  Cllrs Cockle (Chairman), Cornish (Vice Chairman), Chung, Farmer, C Hind, K Hind, Oliver and Springett.  Cllr Ridgeway joined the meeting at 7.30pm.
ALSO PRESENT: Julia Dyball (Town Clerk), one member of the public and one member of the press.
1.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND REASONS THEREFORE

Apologies were received from Cllrs Hartley (work commitments), Simner (work commitments), Taylor (work commitments), Thompson (previous work commitments) and Warby (school governors’ meeting).  Cllrs Rout and Turner were absent.

2.  TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN APPLICATION BY A MEMBER FOR A DISPENSATION RELIEVING THE MEMBER FROM EITHER OR BOTH OF THE RESTRICTIONS IN SECTION 31(4) OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 IN CASES DESCRIBED IN THE DISPENSATION AND SPECIFY THE PERIOD FOR WHICH ANY DISPENSATION SO GRANTED HAS EFFECT

None.

3.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST + ADDITIONS TO REGISTERS
All Borough Councillors when sitting at Town Council level (and vice versa) are advised to declare as follows: “that I may vote differently at Borough Council (substitute Town Council as and when required) level from that recorded at this meeting because of the possibility of further information being made available to me at that other tier of local government”.  

Cllr Oliver declared a non-pecuniary interest as a Suffolk County Councillor with reference to a matter within agenda item 8.

4.  TO CONFIRM, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES: 25 JULY 2012

Resolution Record No. BSETC/098/26/Sep/12:

That the Minutes of the Bury St Edmunds Full Town Council Meeting of Wednesday 25 July 2012 be agreed and signed as a true record.

5. TO NOTE THAT CLLR PETER THOMPSON HAS SIGNED HIS DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Noted.

6.  TO NOTE THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR MOFFAT AND THE VACANCY FOR ONE COUNCILLOR IN RISBYGATE WARD 

Noted.
7. PUBLIC FORUM

The Chairman of the Cotton Lane Allotment Holders’ Association gave background information relating to agenda item 15.
8.  TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FINANCE, POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 12 SEPTEMBER 2012

The committee Vice Chairman moved the adoption of the report and all the recommendations therein.
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The Clerk had circulated a report updating members on recent developments concerning Late Night Shopping and Sunday bus services planned by Suffolk County Council to commence in early November and as a result recommendation 013 of this report was not adopted. 


Resolution Record No. BSETC/099/26/Sep/12:

That the minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee Meeting of 11 July 2012 be approved and signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/100/26/Sep/12:

That the End of Month 4: July 2012: Bank Reconciliations, Budget Line Item Expenditure, Final Payments List and Cash Book Reports be adopted and signed.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/101/26/Sep/12:

That the End of Month 5: August 2012: Bank Reconciliations, Budget Line Item Expenditure, Final Payments List and Cash Book Reports be adopted and signed.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/102/26/Sep/12:

That the report of the budget line items indicating significant under/over spend be approved.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/103/26/Sep/12:

That the Month 6: September 2012 payments list, as tabled, be approved.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/104/26/Sep/12:

That the petty cash record book to date be approved and initialled.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/105/26/Sep/12:

The Annual Investment Strategy has been reviewed and no changes were deemed necessary.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/106/26/Sep/12:

That a grant of £250 be made to Mildenhall Road Estate Women’s Community Group towards funding a Christmas lunch for its members [Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s.19]. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/107/26/Sep/12:

That the retrospective application from the Friars Lane and Westgate Jubilee/Torch Street Party group for a contribution towards the expense of the party is rejected but the group be informed that timely future applications meeting the Council’s Grant Policy criteria will be considered.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/108/26/Sep/12:

That Bury St Edmunds Town Council’s logo and name be attached to the Hardwick Litter Bin at a cost of £75 [Litter Act 1983 s5].

Resolution Record No. BSETC/109/26/Sep/12:

That Cllrs Cliff Hind and Cornish visit the sites in question to establish the potential need or otherwise and report on the same to the Clerk.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/110/26/Sep/12:

That a budget of £250 for ‘icicle’ Christmas lights to be attached to the exterior of 7 Angel Hill be approved in principle subject to landlord’s consent and further investigation including costs of purchase of lights, erection, take-down and electricity.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/111/26/Sep/12:

That the Clerk responds to all three questions asked in the Department for Communities and Local Government ‘Localising Support for Council Tax’ consultation in the affirmative. 
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Resolution Record No. BSETC/112/26/Sep/12:

That with regard to St Edmundsbury Borough Council ‘Changes to Council Tax Discounts and Benefits’ consultation the Clerk responds to the five options as follows: oppose, support, support, oppose and leave blank.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/113/26/Sep/12:

That the Minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources committee of 15 August 2012 be received and the recommendations therein with the exception of number 013 be adopted.

9.  TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE REPORTS OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE [DELEGATED POWERS]:

9.1 25 July 2012

9.2 15 August 2012

9.3 12 September 2012

The committee Chairman moved the adoption of these reports (there were no recommendations).   

Resolution Record No. BSETC/114/26/Sep/12:

That the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee Meetings of 25 July 2012, 15 August 2012 and 12 September 2012 be received.

10.  TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STAFFING & EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE MEETING OF 15 AUGUST 2012

The committee Vice Chairman moved the adoption of this report and the recommendation therein.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/115/26/Sep/12:

That the Minutes of the Staffing & Employment Committee Meeting of 30 May 2012 be signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/116/26/Sep/12:

That the Minutes of the Staffing & Employment Committee Meeting of 15 August 2012 be received and the recommendation therein be adopted.

11.  TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ST EDMUND’S DAY COMMITTEE MEETING OF 12 SEPTEMBER 2012

The committee Chairman moved the adoption of this report (there were no recommendations therein).

Resolution Record No. BSETC/117/26/Sep/12:

That the Minutes of the St Edmund’s Day Committee Meeting of 12 September 2012 be received.

12.  TO APPROVE THE MONTH 6: SEPTEMBER 2012 FINAL PAYMENTS LIST

Resolution Record No. BSETC/118/26/Sep/12:

That the Month 6: September 2012 final payments list as circulated be approved.

13.  TO CONSIDER AND APPROVE (1) A POLICY (2) PROCEDURE AND (3) APPLICATION FORM FOR DISPENSATIONS UNDER S33 OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011

Resolution Record No. BSETC/119/26/Sep/12:

That the policy, procedure and application form for dispensations under s33 of the Localism Act 2011, as circulated, be approved and adopted.
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14.  TO DELETE STANDING ORDERS 13.3 AND 13.4 WHICH RELATE TO THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT) ORDER 2007 WHICH CEASED TO APPLY FROM 30 JUNE 2012

Resolution Record No. BSETC/120/26/Sep/12:

That standing orders 13.3 and 13.4 which relate to The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 which ceased to apply from 30 June 2012 be deleted.

15.  TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM COTTON LANE ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION FOR KEY LOCKS TO BE FITTED TO THE THREE ALLOTMENT GATES AND TO PERMIT THE PLANTING OF A PYRACANTHA OR SIMILAR HEDGE ALONG BY THE LOW WALL ADJACENT TO THE AVENUE A ENTRANCE FOR SECURITY PURPOSES
Resolution Record No. BSETC/121/26/Sep/12:

That the request from Cotton Lane Allotment Holders’ Association for key locks to be fitted to the three allotment gates be refused but the request to plant pyracantha or similar hedge along by the low wall adjacent to the Avenue A entrance for security purposes be approved.

16.  TO CONSIDER THE APPOINTMENT OF A COUNCILLOR INTERNAL AUDITOR

Resolution Record No. BSETC/122/26/Sep/12:

That Cllr Chung be appointed as Councillor Internal Auditor.
17. MOTION/RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE TEMPORARILY THE PUBLIC AND PRESS: 
It was resolved to exclude temporarily the public and press for the remaining items due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed concerning: appeals.

18.  TO CONSIDER APPEAL FROM ALLOTMENT TENANT AGAINST NOTICE TO QUIT DUE TO NON-COMPLIANCE WITH RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT

Resolution Record No. BSETC/123/26/Sep/12:

That the appeal from allotment tenant against notice to quit due to non-compliance with residency requirement be rejected and the notice to quit be upheld but that the Tenant be given until 31st December 2012 to harvest and remove their items.
19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 24 October 2012 at 7 pm.  
The meeting closed at 7.40 pm.
Signed: __________________________

Dated: ____________________






