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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN COUNCIL

 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2010

AT 7:10 PM AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, 

7 ANGEL HILL,  BURY ST EDMUNDS

PRESENT:  Cllrs Cockle (Chairman), Nettleton (Vice Chairman), Bebbington, Bird, Farmer, Oliver, Rout and Turner.  

ALSO PRESENT:  Jen Larner (Town Clerk), Sue Hindry (Assistant Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer), 1 member of the public. 

1.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND REASONS THEREFORE

Apologies were received and reasons accepted from Cllrs Chung (work commitments), Jones (unwell), Lockwood (work commitments), Mrs Lockwood (work commitments), Simner (ill), Springett (away on business), Warby (deputising for Borough Mayor) and Waterson (work commitments).  Cllr Dinsdale was absent. 

2.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST + ADDITIONS TO REGISTERS
All Borough Councillors when sitting at Town Council level (and vice versa) are advised to declare as follows: “that I may vote differently at Borough Council (substitute Town Council as and when required) level from that recorded at this meeting because of the possibility of further information being made available to me at that other tier of local government”.  

3.  TO CONFIRM, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES: 24 NOVEMBER 2010 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/241/15/Dec/10:
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Bury St Edmunds Full Town Council of 24 November 2010, be agreed and signed as a true record.

4.  PUBLIC FORUM

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the public to address the Meeting and were re-instated at the conclusion of this item.  

The member of the public present took the opportunity to wish the Council a happy Christmas and new year. 

5.  TO CONSIDER REPORT OF 2011/12 BUDGET PROJECTIONS

It was noted that, following the Community Governance Review, 195 properties previously in the Fornham All Saints parish are now part of the St Olaves ward of the town.  This represents 136.78 Band D equivalent homes which makes a total of 13,969.21.  This results in an increase in the precept figure which rises to £188,585 and a consequent reduction in the amount of budgeted expenditure to be taken from reserves which falls to £6,615.

Cllr Farmer congratulated the Responsible Finance Officer and Finance, Policy and Resources committee for having increased the reserves held.  

6.  TO CONFIRM 2011/12 BUDGET FOR BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN COUNCIL FORMALLY PROPOSED BY CHAIRMAN; TRADITIONALLY SECONDED BY COUNCILLOR INTERNAL AUDITOR

Resolution Record No: BSETC/242/15/Dec/10

That the 2011/12 budget for Bury St Edmunds Town Council be adopted in the sum of £204,970 and duly signed by the Chairman and Town Clerk in the presence of the Council (Appended as A) 
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7. TO CONSIDER REPORT OF 2011/2012 PRECEPT DEMAND PROJECTIONS

Already addressed within items 5 and 6 above.

8.  TO CONFIRM 2011/2012 PRECEPT FOR BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN COUNCIL

Resolution Record No: BSETC/243/15/Dec/10
That (1) the 2011/2012 Precept for Bury St Edmunds Town Council be confirmed at £13.50 per Band D property equivalent for 13,969.21 properties in the sum of £188,585 and (2) the Precept Demand Form duly signed by the Chairman and Town Clerk in the presence of the Council be served upon St Edmundsbury Borough Council by 17 December 2010.

9. TO RECEIVE THE REPORT AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FINANCE, POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING OF 08 DECEMBER 2010

Recommendation number 6 of this report was not adopted as it had been superseded by resolution 243 above.

The addition of “if an appeal is unsuccessful” to recommendation number 16 was proposed, seconded and carried. 

Resolution Record No: BSETC/244/15/Dec/10

That, with regard to St Edmundsbury Borough Council’s proposal for car parking charges for 2011/12, the Town Council considers the proposed £70 excess charge too high and suggests it should be reduced to £50 if an appeal is unsuccessful. 

Resolution Record No: BSETC/245/15/Dec/10

That the minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee Meeting of 10 November 2010 be approved and signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/246/15/Dec/10

That the End of Month 8: November 2010: Bank Reconciliations, Budget Line Item Expenditure, Final Payments List and Cash Book Reports be adopted and signed. 

Resolution Record No: BSETC/247/15/Dec/10

That the report of the budget line items indicating significant under/over spend be reviewed and accepted.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/248/15/Dec/10

That the Month 9: December 2010 payments list, as tabled, be approved.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/249/15/Dec/10

That the petty cash record book to date be approved and initialled.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/250/15/Dec/10

That no burning be permitted on any of Council’s allotment sites and permission for the communal burning facility at the Cotton Lane allotment site be withdrawn.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/251/15/Dec/10

That the former burn site land at the bottom of Avenue D Cotton Lane allotments be used for car parking and that the cost of surfacing this be considered for possible grant funding. 
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Resolution Record No: BSETC/252/15/Dec/10

That applications for permission to erect a shed, greenhouse or polytunnel or shed on an allotment garden be no longer subject to the payment of an administrative fee in the sum of £10.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/253/15/Dec/10

That the costs and logistics of producing and distributing a regular allotment newsletter be investigated with the Cotton Lane Allotment Holder’s Association and allotment holders on the other sites.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/254/15/Dec/10

That the allotment year should remain unchanged as 01 April to 31 March.
Resolution Record No: BSETC/255/15/Dec/10

That a subscription to the National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners for 2011 at a cost of £64.73 (including VAT) be approved [Local Government Act 1972 s.111].
Resolution Record No: BSETC/256/15/Dec/10

That the Town Council expresses an interest in participating in the Magna Carta commemorations due to take place in 2014.
Resolution Record No: BSETC/257/15/Dec/10

That the monthly topic on Council’s website be discontinued.
Resolution Record No: BSETC/258/15/Dec/10

That the quote for surfacing the car park at the Cotton Lane allotments main entrance to avenues A and B from Roger Gladwell in the sum of £1,960 plus VAT be accepted [Local Government Act 1972 s.111].

Recommendation 13 was discussed but adopted unchanged. 

Resolution Record No: BSETC/259/15/Dec/10

That the Town Council agrees in principle to provide specified administrative support to Bury in Bloom’s ‘Greenfingers competition’ subject to further investigation and confirmation of feasibility.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/260/15/Dec/10

That the Minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee Meeting of 08 December 2010 be received and the recommendations therein adopted.

10.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE STAFFING AND EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE MEETING OF 08 DECEMBER 2010

Resolution Record BSETC/261/15/Dec/10

That the Minutes of the Meeting of 08 September 2010 be signed as a true record.

Resolution Record BSETC/262/15/Dec/10
That the Town Clerk receives an incremental salary increase to SCP 37 backdated to 14 October 2010 following satisfactory annual appraisal.  

Resolution Record BSETC/263/15/Dec/10

That the Administrative Assistant’s contract be revised to be in line with other employees ie linked to the national pay scales.   
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Resolution Record BSETC/264/15/Dec/10

That following a satisfactory annual appraisal the Administrative Assistant be awarded one incremental scale point to SCP 11 with effect from 16 September 2010. 

Resolution Record BSETC/265/15/Dec/10

That due to other commitments, the hours that Paula Gladwell works be reduced to 16.5 per week, spread over 3 days, with effect from 1 January 2011 but that this be reviewed in 6 months time, particularly in the light of the seasonal pressures of the allotment work. 

Resolution Record No: BSETC/266/15/Dec/10

That the Minutes of the Staffing and Employment Committee Meeting of 

08 December 2010 be received and the recommendations therein adopted.

11.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

11.1   24 November 2010
Resolution Record (Delegated Powers): BSETC/267/15/December/10

That the Minutes of the Planning & Licensing Committee Meeting of 10 November 2010 be signed as a true record.

Resolution Record (Delegated Powers): BSETC/268/15/December/10

That the comments made in respect of the planning and licensing applications considered on 24 November 2010 be forwarded to St Edmundsbury Borough Council.

11.2 08 December 2010

Resolution Record BSETC/269/15/December/10

That the Minutes of the Planning & Licensing Committee Meeting of 24 November 2010 be signed as a true record.

Resolution Record: BSETC/270/15/December/10

That Bury St Edmunds Town Council supports the Churchgate Area Association residents in their request to have the special area policy in the statement of licensing policy re-adopted, recognising that this did enable residents to have a quieter life and proved successful in the past, and helps raise the standards of applications. 

It was noted that this was a unanimous vote by the Planning and Licensing committee, and agreed that this would be added to the consultation response.  

Resolution Record No: BSETC/271/15/Dec/10

That the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee Meetings of 24 November 2010 and 08 December 2010 be received and the recommendations therein adopted.  

12.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk had nothing to report. 

13. TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON ENGAGEMENTS ATTENDED

The Chairman reported that he had attended 3 engagements since the previous meeting. 

14. TO APPROVE DRAFT TOWN TALK FOR DECEMBER

Resolution Record No: BSETC/272/15/Dec/10

That, subject to one amendment, the draft Town Talk for December be approved and circulated. 
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15. TO NOTE RULES REGARDING FLYING OF FLAGS FROM 7 ANGEL HILL

Noted. 

16. MOTION/RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE TEMPORARILY THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
It was resolved to exclude temporarily the public and press for the remaining items due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed concerning: appeals.

17. TO CONSIDER FURTHER LETTER FROM AND RESPONSE TO AN ALLOTMENT HOLDER REGARDING NOTICE TO QUIT

Cllr Nettleton declared a personal interest as he knows the appellant.  

Resolution Record No: BSETC/273/15/Dec/10

That a further letter be sent to the allotment holder stating that the second appeal is rejected, the notice to quit stands and that no refund will be given.
18.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 26 January 2011 at 7pm. 

The meeting closed at 8.00 pm.

Signed: __________________________

Dated: ____________________

