Minutes of the Meeting of Bury St Edmunds Town Council


Wednesday 24 November 2010
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN COUNCIL

 HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2010

AT 7:15 PM AT THE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, 

7 ANGEL HILL,  BURY ST EDMUNDS

PRESENT:  Cllrs Cockle (Chairman), Nettleton (Vice Chairman), Bebbington, Bird, Chung, Farmer, Jones, Mrs Lockwood, Oliver, Simner and Springett. 

ALSO PRESENT:  Jen Larner (Town Clerk), Sue Hindry (Assistant Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer), 1 reporter from the Press, 1 member of the public, Cllr Trevor Beckwith (Suffolk County Council).  

1.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND REASONS THEREFORE

Apologies were received and reasons accepted from Cllrs Lockwood (work commitments), Turner (ill health), Rout (illness), Warby (at honorary commander meeting) and Waterson (work commitments).  Cllr Dinsdale was absent. 

2. TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST + ADDITIONS TO REGISTERS
All Borough Councillors when sitting at Town Council level (and vice versa) are advised to declare as follows: “that I may vote differently at Borough Council (substitute Town Council as and when required) level from that recorded at this meeting because of the possibility of further information being made available to me at that other tier of local government”.  Cllr Oliver made a general declaration as a Suffolk County Councillor.  

3.  TO CONFIRM, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES: 22 SEPTEMBER 2010 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/195/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Bury St Edmunds Full Town Council of 

22 September 2010, be agreed and signed as a true record.

4. PUBLIC FORUM

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the public to address the Meeting and were re-instated at the conclusion of item 5.  

Questions were asked about a bollard that needed replacing at Out Westgate.  Cllr Farmer agreed to look into it.  

5.  TO CONSIDER RESPONSES TO SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL’S NEW STRATEGIC DIRECTION

Cllr Trevor Beckwith spoke about his concern at voluntary organisations taking over some of the services.   Discussion followed regarding the effect on vulnerable people, particularly the elderly and children.  The Assistant Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer reported back from the “Understanding Divestment” seminar held by Suffolk County Council where attendees were encouraged to consider what this could mean for them and the communities they represent and how they could respond to this challenge in order to help their communities.

It was noted this issue would be discussed at Suffolk Association of Local Councils St Edmundsbury Area meeting on 25 November 2010 and at a public meeting on 30 November 2010.  

6. TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON ENGAGEMENTS ATTENDED

The Chairman reported that he had attended 7 engagements. 
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7. TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE FINANCE, POLICY AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE REPORT OF 08 SEPTEMBER 2010

7.1 13 October 2010

Recommendations 13 and 15 of this report were discussed separately. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/196/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee Meeting of 08 September 2010, be approved and signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/197/24/Nov/10:
That the End of Month 7: October 2010: Bank Reconciliations, Budget Line Item Expenditure, Final Payments List and Cash Book Reports be adopted and signed. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/198/24/Nov/10:
That the report of the budget line items indicating significant under/over spend be reviewed and accepted.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/199/24/Nov/10:
That the Month 7: October 2010 payments list, as tabled, be approved.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/200/24/Nov/10:
That the petty cash record book to date be approved and initialled.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/201/24/Nov/10:
That the Allowances and Expenses Policy, amended to include a right of appeal as detailed above, and claim form be approved and adopted. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/202/24/Nov/10:
That the Chairman’s Expenses Policy and claim form be approved and adopted.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/203/24/Nov/10:
That the disposal of Council’s stock of 17 bottles of white wine (deemed spoilt) and its removal from the asset register be authorised.
Resolution Record No. BSETC/204/24/Nov/10:
That the disposal of the Dell Optiplex SX270 computer following the wiping of its hard drive be approved.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/205/24/Nov/10:
That the value of the scanner and monitor on the asset register (ref. no. 19) be amended to £200.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/206/24/Nov/10:
That the removal of Christmas lights from the asset register following the transfer of ownership to Town Centre Management effected on 01 September 2010 be authorised.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/207/24/Nov/10:
That the Bury St Edmunds Town Council will consider requests for placement of salt/grit bins on unadopted roads within the usual guidelines and will meet the filling and refilling costs [Local Government Act 1972 s.111].

Page 030

Resolution Record No. BSETC/208/24/Nov/10:
That progress with the development of the new allotment site at Cotton Lane be communicated to existing tenants in the most cost effective way.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/209/24/Nov/10:
That the Bury St Edmunds Town Council supports St Edmundsbury Borough Council’s draft byelaws for parks. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/210/24/Nov/10:
That the Bury St Edmunds Town Council (1) applies for funding towards the cost of the professional inspections and reports by stone/metal conservators on the condition of the War Memorials on Angel Hill and in the Cornhill and (2) enters into dialogue with the Conservation Officer at St Edmundsbury Borough Council about the bollards round the War Memorial in the Cornhill.

Recommendation 13 of this report was adopted unchanged.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/211/24/Nov/10:
That a Union flag and a St George’s flag be purchased from Hampshire Flag at a cost of £95.39 [Local Government Act 1972 s.111].

The adoption of recommendation 15 of this report was proposed, seconded and not carried.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/212/24/Nov/10:
That a Grant Aid Policy be drawn up per the example tabled except that paragraph 2.1. be amended to remove the maximum amount payable in respect of a Special Project Grant. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/213/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee Meeting of 

13 October 2010 with the above amendment be received and adopted.

7.2 10 November 2010

Resolution Record No. BSETC/214/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee Meeting of 13 October 2010 be approved and signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/215/24/Nov/10:
That the End of Month 7: October 2010: Bank Reconciliations, Budget Line Item Expenditure, Final Payments List and Cash Book Reports be adopted and signed. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/216/24/Nov/10:
That the report of the budget line items indicating significant under/over spend be reviewed and accepted.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/217/24/Nov/10:
That the Month 8: October 2010 payments list, as tabled, be approved.

Resolution Record No: BSETC/218/24/Nov/10

That the petty cash record book to date be approved and initialled.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/219/24/Nov/10:
That the Councillor Internal Auditor’s report for the second quarter be approved and adopted.
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Resolution Record No. BSETC/220/24/Nov/10:
That all of the systems of internal control currently in place should continue in their present format except that a revised risk assessment format be developed which shows the likelihood of the risk occurring and the level of risk attached.
Resolution Record No. BSETC/221/24/Nov/10:
That community work projects in partnership with Catch 22 be explored as and when opportunities arise. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/222/24/Nov/10:
That the revised Scheme of Delegation policy, as circulated, be approved and adopted. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/223/24/Nov/10:
That part (1) of resolution number BSETC/045/11/Jun/07 be rescinded.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/224/24/Nov/10:
That Cllr Nettleton attends the Abbey Gardens stakeholder meeting on 9 December 2010. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/225/24/Nov/10:
That, due to cost, complex logistics and no clearly identified need, no further action is taken with regard to installing a ‘urilift’ toilet.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/226/24/Nov/10:
That sheds be permitted on the new Cotton Lane allotment site subject to the same conditions as on existing sites.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/227/24/Nov/10:
That the quotation from Edward Scott in the sum of £550 plus VAT to clear Plot A18 at the Cotton Lane allotments be accepted [Local Government Act 1972 s111].

Resolution Record No. BSETC/228/24/Nov/10:
That the cost of clearing plot A18 at the Cotton Lane allotment site be sent to the outgoing tenant, as permitted under the tenancy conditions. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/229/24/Nov/10:
That subject to confirmation from St Edmundsbury Borough Council that the section of flint wall on the boundary of the allotment site with Cotton Lane may be replaced with chain link fencing, the quotation from Baker Construction in the sum of £1,542 plus VAT be accepted [Local Government Act 1972 s111].  

Resolution Record No. BSETC/230/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Finance, Policy & Resources Committee Meeting of 

10 November 2010 be received and adopted.

8. TO APPROVE THE MONTH 8: NOVEMBER 2010 FINAL PAYMENTS LIST

A number of additional payments were tabled. 

Resolution Record No. BSETC/231/24/Nov/10:
That the month 8: November 2010 final payments list as tabled be approved. 
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9.  TO RECEIVE AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE REPORTS OF THE PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE [DELEGATED POWERS]

9.1 22 September 2010

There were no recommendations made.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/232/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Planning & Licensing Committee Meeting of 8 September 2010 be signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/233/24/Nov/10:
That the comments made in respect of the planning and licensing applications considered on 22 Sept 2010 be forwarded to St Edmundsbury Borough Council.

9.2 13 October 2010

There were no recommendations made

Resolution Record No. BSETC/234/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Planning & Licensing Committee Meeting of 22 September 2010 be signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/235/24/Nov/10:
That the comments made in respect of the planning and licensing applications considered on 13 October 2010 be forwarded to St Edmundsbury Borough Council.

9.3 10 November 2010
There were no recommendations made.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/236/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Planning & Licensing Committee Meeting of 13 October 2010 be signed as a true record.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/237/24/Nov/10:
That the comments made in respect of the planning and licensing applications considered on 10 November 2010 be forwarded to St Edmundsbury Borough Council.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/238/24/Nov/10:
That the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee of 22 September 2010, 

13 October 2010 and 10 November 2010 [DELEGATED POWERS] be received and adopted. 

10.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk reported on the following: 

· An allotments security meeting was held earlier this month organised jointly by the police and Town Council following break-ins on the Nowton Road allotments.

· A useful training session was attended by all staff on accounts and audit regulations

· A skip had been placed at the Cotton Lane allotments for a weekend and had been much appreciated by plot holders

· Another 20 grit bins have been ordered and will be placed once final permission on siting has been received from St Edmundsbury Borough Council

· The first of a regular meeting has been held between tenants of the building and the landlord to look at outstanding issues, including management of the communal areas

· The statue commissioned to stand in the stairwell is now back in situ.

· Reminder about Councillor training session on 5 January 2011.
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11.  TO RECORD THE WINNERS OF THE ST EDMUNDS DAY CITIZEN OF THE YEAR, AND YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARDS

It was noted that the winners of the Citizen of the Year award were Daphne Dyer and Arthur Smith and the Young Citizen of the Year was Joseph Weaver. 

12. TO CONSIDER QUOTATION IN THE SUM OF £1,943 FROM NEW COTTON LANE ALLOTMENT SITE CONTRACTORS TO RAISE THE HEIGHT OF THE DEER FENCING ALONG THE BOUNDARY AT THE BOTTOM OF THE NEW SITE TO 6 FEET

Resolution Record no: BSETC/239/24/Nov/10
That the quotation in the sum of £1,943 from the new Cotton Lane Allotment site contractors to raise the height of deer fencing along the boundary at the bottom of the new Cotton Lane allotment site to 6 feet be accepted. 

13. MOTION/RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE TEMPORARILY THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
It was resolved to exclude temporarily the public and press for the remaining items due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed concerning: appeals.

14. TO CONSIDER APPEAL FROM AN ALLOTMENT HOLDER REGARDING NOTICE TO QUIT

Cllr Nettleton declared a personal interest as he knows the appellant.  

Resolution Record No: BSETC/240/24/Nov/10

That the appeal from the allotment holder be rejected and the notice to quit be upheld. 

15.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 15 December 2010 (Precept Ratification Meeting) at 7pm. 

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.

Signed: __________________________

Dated: ____________________

