Full Council 25 June 2025

Minutes of the Meeting of Bury St Edmunds Town Council,
held at the Guildhall, Bury St Edmunds,
on Wednesday 25" June 2025 at 7pm

Present: Clirs Higgins (Town Mayor), Chung, Halpin, Hind, Iannelli-Popham, Lindberg, Mackenzie, Mager,
O’Driscoll, Sayer and Waterman.

Also present: Jodie Budd (Town Clerk), Jacqueline Howells (Responsible Financial Officer/Assistant Town
Clerk), PCSO Jo Whiting, two members of public and the Press.

1. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Clirs Armitage, Augustine, McGoochan, Stamp and Stennett.

2. To receive declarations of interest and additions to registers

All District Councillors declared: * 7hat I may vote differently at District or County Council level from that
recorded at this meeting. Clirs Chung, Halpin, Higgins, Hind, Lindberg, Mackenzie, Mager, O'Driscoll, Sayer
and Waterman declared a local non-pecuniary interest as District Councillors.

3. To consider written applications by a member for dispensation, from the restrictions in
section 31(4) of the Localism Act 2011 and specify the period for which any dispensation has
effect

None.

4. To confirm, adopt and sign the minutes from the Full Council held on 28* May 2025
Resolution Record No. BSETC/380/25/3Jun/25

RESOLVED that the Full Council minutes from the meeting held on 28" May 2025 be agreed and signed,
as an accurate record.

5. Mayor’s announcements

The Mayor, Clir Higgins thanked Clir Diane Hind for her previous two years in office as Bury St Edmunds
Town Mayor. Clir Higgins spoke about the numerous engagements attended by Clir Hind representing the
town of Bury St Edmunds.

ClIr Hind was presented with the official past Mayors badge.

6. Public Forum
A member of the public asked for the Town Council’s support in applying for an official blue plaque to be
erected at the Corn Exchange. The Town Clerk offered her assistance in completing the application form.

7. To receive and note the Mayor’s report
Clir Higgins advised Members that the Mayoral team had attended the following events representing the
Town Council:

5% June — Mildenhall Sports Day involving US personnel from the base

7" June — Normandy veterans memorial service in the Rose Garden

14% June - service to commemorate the Falklands liberation

15% June — Royal Artillery Association 80 years celebration

22" June - Civic service Chair of West Suffolk Council

22" June — Stagecoach performance at the Apex

23" June — Armed Forces Armistice Day
The Mayor reminded all Councillors of the Jankyn Smythe cake and ale ceremony taking place on 26" June.
All members of public are invited to attend the service at St Mary’s Church.

8. Town Clerk’s report
The Town Clerk advised Members as follows:

e The newly appointed Town Warden has been settling in well and has been working with the
Allotments Officer on several outstanding projects at the allotments. Town Warden, Bradley Smith,
has also started cleaning road signs with tools funded by the Community Self Help scheme. He can
be spotted around town in the Town Warden van and can also be contacted via the Town Warden

Facebook page. /7/((
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e Attended meetings with the BID and Theatre Royal discussing proposals for this year’s Christmas
activities in the Town
Attended the West Suffolk Town Forum in Newmarket together with the Assistant Town Clerk
The replacement Town Council notice board in the town centre is due to be installed next week

9. To note the PCSO’s report

Councillors noted the crime figures submitted by the PCSO’s.

PSCO Jo Witing advised that crime figures were down on the same period last year.

Officers have been tackling anti-social behaviour in the town centre and three injunction orders have been
issued with one offender due to appear in court.

Emphasis is being put on retail crime with officers visiting every premises reporting incidents. The Police
are working with BID Shopsafe to combat crime.

Reports of motor vehicle thefts are increasing, and Officers are targeting specific areas overnight.
Officers have been visiting all secondary schools during Neighbourhood Policing Week particularly
highlighting County Lines.

Crucial Crew will be attending local schools and engaging with all year six students.

Moreton Hall has been attracting unauthorised car racers. Police have attended and identified twenty
vehicles with one vehicle being seized. Four youths have also been identified on the Moreton Hall estate
and will be interviewed regarding ‘door knocking'.

10. Allotment report:

10.1 To receive an update on plans for the allotments

The Town Clerk reported that notice boards made from recycled pallets have been erected at Moreton Hall
and Nowton allotment sites for the use of tenants.

Two further water taps will be installed at Moreton Hall allotments to help with the lack of watering
facilities on the site.

A charity has taken over two plots at the Sicklesmere Road site.

Rain harvesting equipment to be installed at the Cotton Lane and Moreton Hall sites.

10.2 To discuss the keeping of hens on allotment plots

Councillors discussed the current policy of allowing hens to be kept on allotment plots.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/381/25/Jun/25

RESOLVED that the current policy remains in place and allotment holders are permitted to keep hens on
their plots subject to them being adequately enclosed and any DEFRA regulations adhered to.

10.3 To consider expenditure of up to £15,000 on the preparation of land and installation of
secure container at Sicklesmere Road allotment site.

The Town Clerk advised Councillors that a secure site was needed to store machinery and tools needed by
the Town Warden. A site had been identified for a container at the Sicklesmere Road allotment site.
Resolution Record No. BSETC/382/25/3un/25

RESOLVED that up to £15,000 be authorised for the preparation of land at the Sicklesmere
Road allotments and the purchase of a secure container.

11. To approve and adopt the amended Grant Aid policy

Councillors discussed amendments to the Grant Aid policy proposed by the Town Clerk
Resolution Record No. BSETC/383/25/3Jun/25

RESOLVED that the amended Grant Aid policy be APPROVED and ADOPTED

12. To approve payment of £300 per annum for a three-year period for two MySOS devices
Councillors discussed a proposal put forward by the Town Clerk for a three-year contract for two MySOS
devices at a cost of £300 per annum. Currently the Town Council has no safety provision for lone working
staff

Resolution Record No. BSETC/384/25/Jun/25

RESOLVED that a three-year contract for two MySOS devices for use by staff at a cost of £300 per annum
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13. To advise members of the current surveys relating to Devolution and Local Government
Reorganisation. Suffolk County Council Suffolk County Council Local Government Review Survey and
West Suffolk Council Project: Have Your Say on the Future of Local Government

Councillors were reminded of the two online surveys being conducted by Suffolk County Council and West
Suffolk Council and were asked to submit personal comments as opposed to comments on behalf of Bury
St Edmunds Town Council.

14. To approve a proposal from Suffolk Highways to introduce an overnight environmental
weight limit to prevent HGV's exceeding 7.5 tonnes on the Moreton Hall Estate between the
hours of 22.00 — 07.00 (Monday — Sunday)

Councillors were pleased to see the application submitted by SCC Highways following discussions at last
months Full Council meeting.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/385/25/Jun/25

RESOLVED that the application from SCC Highways to introduce an overnight environmental weight limit
to prevent HGV's exceeding 7.5 tonnes on the Moreton Hall Estate between the hours of 22.00 - 07.00
(Monday — Sunday) be APPROVED

15. To consider a request for the Town Council to agree to insure and fund any ongoing
maintenance of a new notice board near Lake Avenue

Councillors discussed a request to insure and fund any ongoing maintenance of a new notice board near to
Lake Avenue.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/386/25/3un/25

RESOLVED that the Town Council insures the notice board at Lake Avenue and funds any ongoing
maintenance.

The Mayor suggested that Town Council notice boards should be placed in all wards for use by community
groups and the Town Council.

Resolution Record No. BSETC/387/25/Jun/25

RESOLVED that the Town Clerk and the Town Warden identify suitable locations for notice boards and the
costs involved.

16. To receive the report and adopt the recommendations of the Planning, Licensing and
Finance committee meetings of 28" May and 11*" June 2025

Resolution Record No. BSETC/388/25/Jun/25:

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning, Licensing and Finance committee meetings held on 28" May
and 11% June 2025 be ADOPTED

17. Responsible Financial Officer’s report

The RFO presented the monthly financial report outlining key information extracted from the monthly
budget report.

The RFO reported that funds to cover the cost of Town Warden’s maintenance equipment would need to
come out of the Town Warden EMR

Resolution Record No. BSETC/389/25/Jun/25:

RESOLVED that funding to cover the cost of Town Warden’s maintenance equipment is taken from the
Town Warden EMR

18. To approve and sign payments list for May 2025
Resolution Record No. BSETC/390/25/Jun/25:
RESOLVED that the payments list for May 2025 be APPROVED and SIGNED

19. To approve and sign Barclays bank balances as of 30" May 2025
Resolution Record No. BSETC/391/25/3Jun/25:
RESOLVED that Barclays bank balances as of 30" May 2025 be APPROVED and SIGNED

20. Date of next meeting Wednesday 23™ July 2025

The meeting ended at 8.30pm

Signed: QE /{fﬂm vated 7 | lzg— .
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