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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN  
COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2018 AT 7.01 PM AT THE  

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES, 7 ANGEL HILL, BURY ST EDMUNDS 
 

PRESENT:  Cllrs Speed (Chairman), F Warby (Vice Chairman), Augustine, Everitt, Hailstone,  
D Hind, K Hind, Hopfensperger, Nettleton, Rayner, Springett, P Warby (7.20 pm) and 
Williamson. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Greg Luton (Town Clerk), Sue Hindry (Assistant Town Clerk/Responsible 
Financial Officer), Julie Sturgeon (Allotments and Administrative Assistant), Sheila Barnard and 
Keith Nuttall (The Lions Club of Bury St Edmunds), Ian Evans (Abbeycroft Leisure), David 
Skevington (Suffolk Constabulary), Ben Smith (West Suffolk Councils) and Sarah Whiteman 
(Revels Outdoor). 
 
1.  CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION 
An overview was given.  Cllr Chung was wished a speedy recovery from his recent illness. 
 
2.  TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND REASONS THEREFORE 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Chung (unwell), Murray (ill), Rout (County Council) and 
Thompson (ill). 
 
3.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST + ADDITIONS TO REGISTERS 
All Borough Councillors when sitting at Town Council level (and vice versa) are advised to 
declare as follows: “that I may vote differently at Borough Council (substitute Town Council as 
and when required) level from that recorded at this meeting because of the possibility of further 
information being made available to me at that other tier of local government”. Cllrs Everitt, 
Hailstone, D Hind, Hopfensperger, Nettleton, Rayner, Speed, Springett, and F Warby declared a 
local non-pecuniary interest as Borough Councillors.  Cllr Hopfensperger declared a local non-
pecuniary interest in agenda item 19.1 as he has close relations who are members of The Lions 
Club of Bury St Edmunds. 
 
4.  TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN APPLICATION BY A MEMBER FOR A DISPENSATION 
RELIEVING THE MEMBER FROM EITHER OR BOTH OF THE RESTRICTIONS IN 
SECTION 31(4) OF THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 IN CASES DESCRIBED IN THE 
DISPENSATION AND SPECIFY THE PERIOD FOR WHICH ANY DISPENSATION SO 
GRANTED HAS EFFECT 
None. 
 
5.  TO CONFIRM, ADOPT AND SIGN THE MINUTES: 24 OCTOBER 2018 MEETING OF 
THE TOWN COUNCIL 
Resolution Record. BSETC/83/28/Nov/18: 
That in respect of the minutes of the Council meeting of 24 October 2018, the following 
sentence be added to the minute for item 7, “There was general frustration at the lack of 
progress on recruitment of PCSOs”. 
 
Resolution Record. BSETC/84/28/Nov/18: 
That the minutes of the 24 October 2018 meeting be agreed and signed as a true record. 
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6.  TO RECEIVE THE DRAFT SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
PCSOS AND CONSIDER WITH DAVID SKEVINGTON OF SUFFOLK CONSTABULARY 
The main differences (mostly technical) between the proposed and previous Service Level 
Agreements were outlined but the core role remains the same. 
 
Resolution Record. BSETC/85/28/Nov/18: 
That Bury St Edmunds Town Council enters into a two-year service level agreement with Suffolk 
Constabulary by funding the provision of two Police Community Support Officers in Bury St 
Edmunds at an annual total cost of £68,000. The Clerk was given delegated authority to amend 
and sign off the final version of the agreement.  
 
7.  TO RECEIVE A PRESENTATION FROM BEN SMITH (ST EDMUNDSBURY BOROUGH 
COUNCIL’S PROGRAMME MANAGER: SINGLE COUNCIL IMPLEMENTATION) ABOUT 
CHANGES TO LOCAL WARD BOUNDARIES FOLLOWING THE REVIEW BY THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOUNDARY COMMISSION 
A very informative, easy to understand presentation was received and a question and answer 
session followed. 
 
Cllr Warby joined the meeting at 7.20 pm. 
 
8.  TO CONSIDER POSSIBLE WORK WITH THE BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN TRUST ON 
CARE OF THE TOWN WAR MEMORIALS WITH PETER RIDDINGTON, CHAIR OF THE 
BURY ST EDMUNDS TOWN TRUST 
Item deferred as the Bury St Edmunds Town Trust representative was unable to attend. 
 
9.  PUBLIC FORUM 
Representatives from The Lions Club of Bury St Edmunds and Abbeycroft Leisure spoke in 
connection with their respective grant funding applications being considered later on in this 
agenda. 
 
10.  CLERK’S REPORT FOR NOTING 
Discussions with Our Burystedmunds (BID) about the use of the grant of £5,000 to provide 
Christmas attractions in Charter Square throughout December 2018 had resulted in a plan to 
employ ‘meeters and greeters’ and assist in costs of a changing area, PA system, marketing etc. 
This may result in savings of approximately £1,100 being returned to the Council. 
 
11.  TO CONSIDER THE 2019/2020 BUDGET AND PRECEPT PROJECTIONS 
The draft budget was discussed.  Members were reminded that locality budgets would need to 
be spent before government ‘Purdah’, likely to be in early March 2019: there would be no 
rollover of unspent amounts this year. The Clerk and RFO were to meet the Chairman to discuss 
the next draft. 

 
12.  TO VIRE THE £20,000 IN THE TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN BUDGET HEADING 
(4357) TO GENERAL RESERVES 
Resolution Record. BSETC/86/28/Nov/18: 
That the £20,000 in the Town Centre Masterplan budget heading (4357) be returned to general 
reserves. 
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13.  TO NOTE OPTIONS FOR MAYORALTY RELATING TO CIVIC LEADERSHIP 
CHANGES IN 2019 
An discussion took place and some members expressed a desire to provide a Town Mayor in 
May 2019.  Further information, including likely costs, would be sought for consideration at the 
December meeting in order to understand the financial commitments. 

 
14.  TO NOTE AN UPDATE ON WORK TO EFFECT A MOVE TO THE GUILDHALL IN 2019 
Negotiations continue in spite of the recent resignations of members of the Trust. The Clerk is 
to provide draft Heads of Terms as  next step to signing a contact. 

 
15.  TO NOTE AN UPDATE ON NOVEMBER 2019 CIVIC EVENTS (REMEMBRANCE, 
CITIZENS AWARDS, CIVIC DINNER) 
Three Civic events had taken place in November – more than all of the rest of the year together 
- consideration may be given to holding St Edmunds Day Awards presentation at a different 
time of year in future years.  
 
16.  TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL TO CHANGE WORDING OF THE PUBLIC FORUM 
ITEM AGENDA ITEM TO INCLUDE ‘AFTER THIS ITEM THE PUBLIC MAY WISH TO 
LEAVE’ 
There had been no seconder for the proposal.  Status quo ante remains. 
 
17. TO APPROVE THE NOVEMBER 2018 PAYMENTS LIST 
Resolution Record. BSETC/87/28/Nov/18: 
That the November 2018 payments list be approved.  
 
18.  TO CONSIDER INCREASING THE CLERK’S ‘AUTHORITY TO SPEND’ LEVEL 
(CURRENTLY £500) UNDER PARA 4.1 OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
Resolution Record. BSETC/88/28/Nov/18: 
That the the Clerk’s ‘authority to spend’ level under para 4.1 of Financial Regulations be 
increased to £2,000. 
 
19.  TO CONSIDER GRANT FUNDING APPLICATIONS FROM: 
19.1  Lions Club application for £3,000 for Chinese New Year 2019 celebration event 
Resolution Record. BSETC/89/28/Nov/18: 
That the Lions Club of Bury St Edmunds be awarded £3,000 for the Chinese New Year 2019 
celebration event. 
 
19.2  Abbeycroft Leisure for £8,478 in respect of the ‘Bury Goes Biking 2019’ event 
Resolution Record. BSETC/90/28/Nov/18: 
That Abbeycroft Leisure be awarded £8,478 in respect of the ‘Bury Goes Biking 2019’ event. 
 
20.  TO RECEIVE THE REPORT AND ADOPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEREIN (IF 
ANY) OF THE PLANNING, LICENSING & FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING OF: 
20.2  24 October 2018 
20.2  14 November 2018 
 
Resolution Record. BSETC/91/28/Nov/18: 
That the end of September 2018 Bank Reconciliations, Budget Line Item Expenditure, Final 
Payments List and Cash Book Reports be adopted and signed. 
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Resolution Record. BSETC/92/28/Nov/18: 
That the end of October 2018 Bank Reconciliations, Budget Line Item Expenditure, Final 
Payments List and Cash Book Reports be adopted and signed. 
 
Resolution Record. BSETC/93/28/Nov/18: 
That the minutes of the Planning, Licensing and Finance committee meetings of 24 October 
2018 and 14 November 2018 be received and the recommendations therein be adopted. 
 
21. MOTION/RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE TEMPORARILY THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
It was resolved to exclude temporarily the public and press for the remaining items due to the 
confidential nature of the business to be discussed concerning: allotment debtors 
 
22.  TO AUTHORISE BAD DEBTS TO BE WRITTEN OFF 
Resolution Record. BSETC/94/28/Nov/18: 
That the amounts shown in the circulated report be considered to be unrecoverable and be 
written off. 
 
23.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 12 December 2018 at 7 pm. 
 
The meeting ended at 9.03 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed: __________________________  Dated: ____________________ 


